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“SO, YOU WANT TO BE
A STRAIGHT DANCER.”

by Robby Rohinson

4@& few weeks ago there was a week,that a day did not go by that the postman was without
a letter from someone wanting to know something about straight dancing. So,instead of trying
to answer these questions on an individual basis, I will attempt to put it all in one articl
I am glad to see so many perscns interested and know there are many oters who have not ex-
pressed themselves, at least to me.

There are a few things I would like to say first: Avoid wholesale criticism by Indians.
Some parts of the costume has special significance which non-Indians tend to regard too
lightly. Some minor parts should be given to the dancer and are recognized by such as per-
sonal honors. Although the costume is fairly well standardized throughout, mest of Cklahoma,
certain minor variations do occur. Some is due to the lack of materials and a use of a sub-
stitute has been used. Also, likes and dislikes have had their part to play. It must be kept
in mind that the costume has undergone constant change in the past and is still in the pro-
cess of change. Certain items however, have become stnadard and should be copied.

Straight dancing is the name given toc the old original style of War Dancing. It does
not indicate a straight position of the body as many are prone to believe, but rather just
plain good old style dancing,without any of the wodern fancy movements so common today.
There are others who believe this,this being the most difficult part of a fancy dancer con-
verting to straight dancing. One cannot fanct dance one minute and straight dance the next,
because tha dance is one of dignity and poise and not what f£ancy moves you can make with
your feet. Excellent demonstrations of straight dancing can be observed anaually at Pawnee,
Pawhuska, Hominy and Anadarko,Oklahoma.

I will attempt to describe the costume starting from the top and working down:

Renrinted by special permission of the author from -SMOKE SIGNALS,The Offieial
Publication of the Texas Indian Hobbyist Association, December,1968; January,
1969, February,1969, and March,l969.



fieadress

Almost without ¥ :prion,rh’ hair roach is the universal
head piece. A few of the Chiefs wear war bonnets o1 Ffur
but they wre for the winoritv. One one feather iy us:d and
attached to a swival base so that Lt can pivot around during
the dance. Feather is ‘eft in it's natural state,but occasion
ally a prcoupine quill oinament on the shaft may be =:zen, Do
nov Us¢ tin plumes.

Anether ltem worn along with the roach are the "Scilp Fea-
thers". Thase are gemevally uizd to ome of the roach strings
in such a way that they Jangie over the forehead. There is no
side ,but most ar2 worna on the right. They may be any stiff cut
down feather. Most used are Eagie,hawk,pheasant,etc. The Ffea-
thers signify your family or clan ties, These are genirally
made by someong cutside your immediate family and presented
tc you as an henor. The decoration 1s up to the maker., There
is no special way this is done. However,these are attached to
a beaded rosette or pine conch shell, }
Sometimes bead strings hang down with &%
these feathers. b
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headband

The old style straight dancer did not wear
the head band at all. The .one now usad is
a handkerchief folded to about 3/4 to one
inch in width and tied in the middie of the
forehead with a swmall square knot. White is
the most popular color{symbolized purity).
I have heard and read accounts of this be-
ing worn by peyote members, but to my know-
ledge this is not true today, it may have
been at one time, I will not say it was not.
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necklaces

Bead strings are worn over one or both
;boulders, Make them from large beads, or an
assortment of beads and hair pipes. 0id brass
beads are good,. Sashes consist of either two,
three or four rows of beads and pipes separa-
ted by leather spacers., Make the strings <]
long enough to hang approximately three
inches below the waits line. Sometimes when
two are worn, onle is beads and hair pipes
and the other is of plain brass beads,Mes-
cal beans are also used in making these
sashes. The bead strings may be worn either
inside or outside the belt. May I suggest
you wear them inside as they are rather clum-
sey when dancing and this helps to hold them
in place. Having slightly round shoulders,

I pin mine at the soulder with small safety

pins.

shirts

These are called ribbon shirts. As they
are made of material usually in a solid color
and trimmed with narrow ribbons at the shou-
'ders and cuffs. The ghirt should fit very
.oosely and hang about 7 or 8 inches below
the waist line. Some dancers further decor-
ate the shirt by the addition of small bea-
ded rosettes or clusters of small feathers
such as flicker tails at each shoulder,
sometimes both are used,

arm hands

German Silver bands are most common
and preferred type. They may be stamped or
plain. Range in size from 3/4 to 2 inches
wide,1 or 1% inch seesms most common. Worn
slightly above the elbow, Very ofien they
are decorated with dangling ribbons or
small silk handkerchiefs or even a feather.
Sometimes a beaded rosette is used over
the gilver. Beaded arm bands are seldom worn.




neckerchief

This is a very essential part of the
costume. It is worn exactly as a Boy Scou
might wear one and also about the same si
Material generally Is the large silk kerc
of the type sold in variety steres. Thase
are imported from Japan and comeg in a num
ber of solid colors, any color may be usec
You can still £ind thew,but they are not :
plentiful as they once were. A Straight Ds:
cer will accumilate quite a collection of
various colors. You may see some satin wit
floral prints, but this is not as common a
the solid color. A slide is worn to hold ¢
neckerchief together. The most common is
German Silver, However, silvér rings,beads
cylinders, or rosettes may be used. Do not
tie the loose ends, let them dangle.

chokers

These are not entirely necessary, as
the neckerchief covers most of the neck re.
gion. However, they are attractive when
viewed from the front. There arée two gener:
types used when worn. Either solid beaded «
a combination of beads and hair pipes. The
small necklace hair pipes about one inch ar
preferred. Sometimes a large conch shell it
added to the front of the choker for extra

decoration, as the one I ocecasionally wear,

which was given to me by Br. J. Howard.

charms

They are made of small silk handerchie
which match the color of the neckerchief.
They are either tied to the bead strings a-
bout & br 5 inches below the shoulders or
tied directly to the shirt back at the shou
der blades. A peyote member may use z small
ball of tobacco to make his charms. Nod-mem
bers and non~Indians use a smsll ball of
sweetgrass,this also works ag a decdeorant,
watch the girls trail you as you dance. You
may desire to just pin or tie them on strail
ght, it has been noted lately that the hand
kerchief is folded into a small square and
pinned to the shoulders like two small dla-
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Earhart,Illinois;(e) W.J. Scott,Cklahoma
(r) Ron Wrona, Wisconsin.Photo by Joce
Kazumura.

(TOP RIGHT) Shirt pattern, scarf,beaded

shirt patterns,scalp feathers(l) Don
belt, matching ribbonwork.

(TOP LEFT) Note necklaces(bandoliers),
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helts

Beautiful wide beaded beltfs; loom bea-
j in a geometric design; 4 or 5 inches
wide. (This) Beaded strip is mounted on a
leather strap with one or more smzll buckels.
The buckles may be worn front or back.Someé-
times brass spots are placed on either
side of the beaded strip to give added width.

' sash

Most dancers wear finger woven sashes

_ of regular commercial wool yarn under the
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shirt. Some sashes have pony bsads woven
right in with the yarn. The fringe is usually
woven just like the wain body of the sash

but in narrow sections. Generally the sash

is tied on-the right side and let the Eringe
hang down the side. Occasimnally tied on

7 the left, fringe may hang down cne side or

. both. Some today do not bother with the

’ body of the sash,

it does not show anyway,

., just using -Eringe sections tied to a belt

" under the shirt. Also

.notad that occasion-

“ ally narrow loom beaded strips are used

_rters

. to hand down the sides.

These mentioned now as they should be

; exactly like the sashes, except they are

w the world’s easiest ways to

smaller. Worn directly balow the knees with

rthe fringe to the outside and hold the leg-
. gings flap in palce. They are covered by '

the bells and serve as decorative fringe.

‘hreechcliout

The clout,leggings and dance trailer

‘should all hang together in color and de-
‘sign., They are all made of cone of the many

types of "list cloth'", usually with a rain-

;bow type selvage edge. Preferred dark blue.
:They are decorated with ribbon applique.

Width is generally about 13 inches. An equal

‘amount of the clout hangs down front and
.back. Both panels are decorated the same.

Loose ends of the ribbon hangs over the

‘bottow. White seed beads may be used in a

standard two bead edging all along the rib-

bon strip.
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Payroll Savings Plan is one

*

save., A few seconds to sign your
name, and saving is automatic

L

‘every pavday. ]

leggings

Shoulid be of the same material apnd
same design and colors of ribbons as ysed
to make the clout. The ribbon decoration
goes completely up the outside edge of i
the legging and not inside the seam as bea
ded strips on plains leggings. You may mes
.ure your inseam from crotch to just below
your ankle,and add about 4 inches and you
will have the right length. The rainbow
selvage runs up the full length on the
back flap. There is a slight taper in the
flap, usually 11 inches at the bottom and
14 inches at the top will do. Of course,
measurements depend on wearer. This will
give you an idea of the taper. The edge
beading is also used on.the outside edge
of the ribbonwork. A row of sequins may
also be put on the inside strip, fastened
in place with a seed bead. The straight
dancers wear their leggings on the opposite
leg as would seem natural; that is the
ribbonwork is in the back when first put on
The flap is folded over to the front. This
puts the ribbonwork now down the center in
the middle of the leg. This flap is kept i
in place by garters and bells.

hells

Long straps of swall(or sheuld I say)
medium size bells 30 to 36 inches long.
The preferred is brass. Worn just below the
knees, the leggings are folded over. Tie
on leg bands then the bells over this. In
olden days the bells were wcrn at the ank-
les, thus the garters served ancther pur-
pose. Today bells are worn only one place,
(at the knees).

dance trailers

This is a strip of the same material
and ribbonwork as for the clout and leg-
gings. This varies in length depending on
wearer. It hangs frowm the waist in back
over the clout and reaches to the ground.
The width should be seo that it fits just
inside the ribbonwork on the sdge of the
back flap of the clout which should be a-
bout 8 inches to 10 inches wide, Ribbonwerk
is placed across the width,two or three rows
may be used. Spaced 6 or 8 inches z airt.
Addition of sequins,metalic fringe and be-
ads may be -used for additional trim. If
three rows of ribbonwork is uses, the wmid-
dle one can have the colors used In reverse.



otter ftrailer

This is a ne
‘rraight Dancer) wit
-~ 2 to 4 inches wide an
have to be pieced toget
siderably. May have 3 ribbon applique trim
may be used, are, beaded reoseetas some time
beaded strips, etc. Don't let your thoughts
under the neckerchief and let hang free dow

cessary part of your stral
hout it.The essential

d long enough to reach
her to get the requi

canes
A decorated stick approximat
ket weave beadwork. May have one or mOTe st
feathers or fluffs hanging off the end. Thi

ely 18

gh
element is a st

from your neck
red length. The decora
jown one or both sides,
s with a Eluff, feathe

get too wold., They ar
n the back.

inches long. They are decor

rips of otter fur trim.
s is another L

n you.

+ dance outfit. You should not
rip of otter fur.
down to the ground. This will
tion on these varies con=-

r pendants,
e worn tied around the neck

tem which shoulld be
In dancing with Indians in Oklahoma,

¥

try te be one
This may be

Other items of decoratio
short loom

ated with peyote or bas-
Also may have one or two
given to you.

Tt is the mark of homor somcofie has bestoed uUpo
this must not be carried unless you are an appointe

by improtant tribal members,such as s. chief or whip man.
a part of the same gsong is sung while the dancers retire. A chosen few,picked,dance the com

plete round. Usually the best of the straight dancers nave this honer. This is known as the
tail dance. So when in Oklahoma do mnoi dance the tails unless asked to do sO.

g tail dancer. Tail dancers are appointe

When one war dance

fans
A fan of some type 1s §
anything, one idea can be a

aight dancers. Feathers can be most

enerally carried by all str
fine twisted fringe.

full tail with a beaded handle and 1ong

%hlankets

Are car
on another persons blankes

ark your place in the dance circle. Do not set

ried in and uged to set on and m
This 1is egnsidered an insult.

t unless asked to do so.

y or fully beaded,whichever you have.

moccasins
Any type of p

lains moccasin will do. Partiall

HOULD BE WORN WITH PRIDE THEY
JUSTLY DESERVE."

CLELE

N various parts of the Straight Dancers
B clothes will be presented in forth
¥ coming issues of WHISPER ING WIND Magazine

f Many more photos will be presented with

; illustrations Dy our staff artists and
t will be

8 photographers. Articles tha
M presented in the next few lssues:
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by Joe Kazumura
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